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dieu might do well
to refresh
with Russell's
himself/herself
a necessary
tonic
for all
those who recklessly
waddle
witticism,
oceans
of intellectual
mud.
through
is perpetrated
The following
sentence
at the beginning
of
M. Bourdieu's
"Structures
and the Habitus":
chapter,
In order to escape
the realism
which
of the structure,
of objective
relations
hypostatizes
systems
by converting
them into
of indi?
totalities
constituted
outside
already
to pass
vidual
it is necessary
and group history,
history
from the opus operatum
to the modus operandi,
from statis?
tical
or algebraic
to the principle
structure
regularity
of the production
of this
and to construct
observed
order,
the theory
of practice
the theory
of
or, more precisely,
which is the prethe mode of generation
of practices,
condition
for establishing
an experimental
science
of the
of externality
dialectic
and the
of the internalization
or more simply,
of incor?
externalization
of internality,
and objectification.
poration
(p. 72)
book is an effort
to read,
I do not
M. Bourdieu's
Although
mean to suggest
that it is without
It is possible
to
merit.
extract
some gems out of the mud, clean
them
them, and expose
to clear
light.
Mr. Nice,
tells
us that the author
Bourdieu's
translator,
became impatient
with prevailing
schools
in anthropology
and
the course
of his ethnographic
fieldwork
philosophy
during
That fieldwork
took place
at the time
among the Kabyle Berber.
of the Algerian
War.
In the course
of it,
Bourdieu
was led to
reconsider
the role of the fieldworker
as an outside
observer,
and to reject
the intellectualism
of structuralism
and phenomewhich respectively
of and the sociodeny the possibility
nology,
basis
for meaningful
social
action.
M. Bourdieu's
work
economic

This content downloaded from 129.12.11.80 on Thu, 10 Oct 2013 07:02:12 AM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

233
in social
how we
is about fundamental
science,
problems
namely,
actors
what social
understand
do, and particularly
why problems
to understand
arise
when westerners
endeavor
everyday
thoughts,
in peasant
and relationships
societies.
actions,
Accordingly,
it is addressed
not merely
to students
of North Africa,
but
rather
to a much wider audience.
the ethnographic
Nonetheless,
be intrigued
will
discussion
of gift
specialist
by Bourdieu's
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of the
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present
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to the intellectualism
of his opponents.
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Bourdieu
observes
that Kabyle would not of their
own
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and dry and wet seasons.
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world,
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up symbolic
capital,
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men to defend
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of their
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so
village
that they will
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The defense
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by strangers.
honor of women is the defense
of the means whereby
social
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Bourdieu's
is that although
tionships
point
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as an honorable
man is a good witness
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and although
risk,
land and women are clearly
of economic
it is a
value,
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Accordingly,
ize that power, honor,
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and
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To most anthropolo?
realm of activity.
In some circles
Bourdieu's
assertions
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There is much more in this work than any brief
review
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Even when he is infuriatingly
indicate.
possibly
obscure,
or even silly,
Bourdieu
to
fails
incorrigibly
dogmatic
rarely
the reader.
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